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Dear national member

I wrote to you in September this year, and told you about a number of actions which are needed in preparation for the next International Cartographic Conference, and the next ICA General Assembly.  This letter is a reminder of those actions and the imminent deadlines.  Please ensure that your national interest in ICA is maintained by actively responding to this request.

The ICA General Assembly to be held in Paris, at the Palais de Congrès, on 3 July 2011 and on 8 July 2011 must react to nominations and motions proposed by members.  

a) You are invited to nominate cartographers from your country for positions on the ICA Executive Committee (EC).  The EC currently consists of a President, Secretary-General & Treasurer, Past-President, and seven Vice Presidents.  Nominations must come from national member organisations who must indicate that they will practically support participation by the nominee in EC activities.

b) You are invited to nominate Commissions of ICA.  These organisations are the core of ICA’s research and development activity, active for a four year period, and concentrating on specific themes and issues of importance to ICA.  An appendix to this letter indicates the subject areas which the current EC believe should be covered by a Commission (although you are also entitled to propose Commissions which do not appear on this list).  
Note that the nomination of a Commission should come from the country of residence of the proposed Chair: in addition to proposing a chair, a vice-chair (who must be from another country) must be proposed, along with detailed Terms of Reference (which should concentrate on activities and outputs).  It is possible to propose the continuation of a Commission, using the same procedure.  The appendix shows the current chair of existing Commissions, but member nations are free to nominate alternatives to these, and bid for any of the Commissions listed.
c) Member nations are entitled to bid for the honour of hosting the 16th General Assembly (and associated 27th International Cartographic Conference) in 2015.  Such bids should be submitted in the form of a detailed ‘bid book’.

There may be competition for the positions in category a), for the Commissions in category b), and for the General Assembly location in category c).  If so, decisions will be taken by the General Assembly by democratic vote.  Note that voting is only open to those member nations who are up-to-date with their subscription to ICA.  
d) Nominations for ICA Awards can be received by the Secretary-General & Treasurer who will pass them for consideration to the ICA Awards Committee.  The list of Awards is shown on the ICA website at http://icaci.org/awards
e) ICA would also like member nations to inform the Secretary-General of the names of your country’s principal and deputy delegates at the GA

In each case above, (a) - (e), the deadline for receiving nominations, bids and information is 5 months before the General Assembly i.e. Thursday 3 February 2011.  Please note this date and ensure that full discussion takes place within your member organisation before then.

In addition, I would like to re-iterate the ICA’s invitation to participate in the International Map Exhibition and the BP Children’s Map Competition.  Details on these activities was sent to you in September: I have included the letter again.

Finally, this letter sends an open invitation to all Cartographers and GI scientists in your country to attend the Paris conference – please publicise this event and participate in our premier event for 2011.

Yours faithfully
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David Fairbairn, Secretary-General & Treasurer, International Cartographic Association

Appendix

Commissions recommended by ICA Executive Committee

Fundamentals

· Cognition

· Design

· Art and Cartography (existing Working Group on Art & Cartography, current chair Canada)

· History of Cartography (existing Commission on History of Cartography, current chair South Africa)

· Map Projections (existing Commission on Map Projections, current chair USA)

· Theoretical Cartography (existing Commission on Theoretical Cartography, current chair Germany)

· Data Quality

Methods and Techniques

· Atlases (existing Commission on National and Regional Atlases, current chair Austria)

· Mapping from Satellite Imagery (existing Commission on Mapping from Satellite Imagery, current chair USA)

· Geospatial Analysis and Modelling (existing Commission on Geospatial Analysis and Modelling, current chair Sweden)

· Geovisualization (existing Commission on Geovisualization, current chair Germany)

· Web Mapping (existing Commission on Maps and the Internet, current chair USA)

· Mobile Mapping and LBS (existing Commission on Ubiquitous Cartography, current chair Japan)

· Digital Technologies in Cartographic Heritage (existing Commission on Digital Technologies in Cartographic Heritage, current chair Greece)

· Open source Geospatial Technologies (existing Working Group on Open source Geospatial Technologies, current chair UK)

· Generalisation and Multiple Representation (existing Commission on Generalisation and Multiple Representation, current chair UK)
· Data retrieval and integration

Theme

· Topographic cartography

· Mapping the Universe (existing Commission on Planetary Cartography, current chair Russia)
· Mapping the Mountains (existing Commission on Mountain Cartography, current chair Austria)
· Thematic cartography

· Mapping the Oceans (existing Commission on Marine Cartography, current chair Chile)
Users

· Neogeography

· Maps and Graphics for Blind and Partially Sighted People (existing Commission on Maps and Graphics for Blind and Partially Sighted People, current chair Canada)
· Critical cartography (existing Commission on Maps and Society, current chair UK)
· Use and User Issues (existing Commission on Use and User Issues, current chair Netherlands)
· Cartography and Children (existing Commission on Cartography and Children, current chair Bulgaria)
· Education and Training (existing Commission on Education and Training, current chair Australia)
Initiatives

· GI for Sustainability (existing Working Group on GIS and Sustainable Development, current chair Russia)
· Mapping Africa for Africa (existing Working Group on Mapping Africa for Africa, current chair South Africa)
· Management and Economics of Map Production (existing Commission on Management and Economics of Map Production, current chair Belgium)
· Cartography in Early Warning and Crisis Management (existing Working Group on Cartography in Early Warning and Crisis Management, current chair Czech Republic)
· Spatial Data Infrastructure (related to existing Commission on Geospatial Data Standards, current chair South Africa)
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